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A Message from our YPS Superintendent
MESSAGE FROM THE
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
DR. EDWIN M. QUEZADA

Equity and access for all children
requires the best possible education
to afford young people the opportuni-
ty to achieve their highest potential
today and in the future. To succeed
the community and educational sys-
tem must believe in the uniqueness of
every child and ensure each has a
strong foundation. This commitment
exists in the City of Yonkers. Four
years ago the Yonkers Board of
Education adopted a mission,
Sustainable Solutions for Students
Success. Today, through the mean-
ingfully advocacy campaigns by all
stakeholders we are well underway to
achieving this undertaking.

Take pride in the school district’s
accomplishments. Below are some of
our incredible efforts:
- Increased graduation rate by more
than 10 percentage points, achieving
four years of over 80% graduation
rate, higher than all New York State
Big 5 cities. This required steadfast,
consistent focus on clear expectations
for students, parents/guardians and
educators, as well as monitoring and
follow up.
- Reduced the dropout rate by 6 per-
centage points from 2014 at 9% to
2018 at 3%.
- Removed seven of eight schools
from State Education Department
Receivership status.
- Reinstated intermural sports for
grades seven and eight.
- Reinstated the All-City Concerts
and Art Presentations.

- Diversified the Central Office
Administrative team.
- Increased the in-district educational
programs for autistic students.
- Implemented a Yonkers History
curriculum that culminates with a
districtwide Yonkers History Program
open to the community.
- Implemented successfully
Computer Based Testing (CBT) dis-
trictwide for State assessment in
grades three through eight for
English language arts and mathemat-
ics, the only large city in the state to
undertake the challenge.
- Received national and state recog-
nition for our model Yonkers My
Brother’s Keeper movement to
improve the life outcomes for young
men of color.

Maintaining a strong foundation
requires consistent sustainable
resources. Considerable progress
has been realized. The Inter-
Municipal Agreement (IMA)
between the City of Yonkers and
Board of Education is a true collabo-
ration of shared services that pro-
vides efficacies and cost savings.
This year Mayor Mike Spano and the
City Council members increased the
Board of Education Maintenance of
Effort by an unprecedented $12 mil-
lion in recurring revenue.

Yonkers’ State delegation of Senate
Majority Leaders Andrea Stewart-
Cousins and Shelley Mayer and
Assembly Members Gary Pretlow
and Dr. Nader Sayegh were able to
increase recurring and bullet aid to
education by $27 million this year.
Advocacy goes beyond additional

revenue for operating expenses; it is
also funding resources for safe effi-
cient school facilities to support
today’s educational needs. Over the
summer $28 million in major capital
construction projects were undertak-
en, addressing health and safety
repairs districtwide: security upgrades
at 5 schools; refurbished the gym at
Saunders Trades and Technical High
School; extensive rehabilitation and
additional parking at School 30; heat
plant replacement and gas conversion
at School 9; heat plant and window
replacement as well as security at
DiChiaro School; window replace-
ment and security at School 5; addi-
tional classrooms and instructional
space at the Eugenio Maria de Hostos
MicroSociety School; and through the
Community Schools Grant health
clinics and interior improvements
were constructed at Martin Luther
King, Jr. Academy, Museum School
25 and Cross Hill Academy.

Working collaboratively with Mayor
Spano, the Rebuild Yonkers Schools
campaign may soon be a reality. The
Board of Education Trustees and the
City of Yonkers Joint School
Construction Board are working
feverishly to put shovels in the
ground for two new schools within
the next five years. Even though the
Yonkers State reimbursable building
aid of 75% is significantly below the
other large city school districts in the
State, Yonkers continues to invest in
its school infrastructure. Yonkers
elected officials are committed to
revitalizing our schools.

On a final note, your children, our
students are this community’s most

precious human capital. Across the
school district, educators and staff
respect and value their diversity and
are committed to high levels of
achievement for every child. This is
achievable when community mem-
bers join educators. Do you believe
that each of us has a responsibility to
leave our community, our children’s
future, better than when we joined it?
If your answer is yes, this opportuni-
ty is within your reach. Please con-
tact me via email or phone, we wel-
come your support – equeza-
da@yonkerspublicschools.org or
914-376-8100.

The mission remains steadfast for
Board of Education President Rev.
Steve Lopez, Vice President Judith
Ramos Meier, the Trustees and
Superintendent of Schools. The
entire learning community looks for-
ward to a successful and productive
2019-2020 school year with many
student and staff achievements and
successes to celebrate.

DR. EDWIN M. QUEZADA
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SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday September 22

1:00pm - 7:00pm

9th Annual
McLEANAVENUE
FALL FESTIVAL
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Welcome to our “Back-to-
School/Yonkers Best” edition of
our newspaper, The Progress, the
voice of business for our City. We
are so proud to highlight news from
our Chamber of Commerce, and to
present you with all the outstanding
winners from this year’s reader’s
poll. It’s hard to believe that we
are celebrating our 14th year for
our “Yonkers Best” and I want to
thank all those that participated and
took the time to send in their votes.
The voting this year was better than
ever! Our Chamber is thrilled to
showcase the outstanding business-
es and wonderful restaurants we are
lucky to have in Yonkers. We urge
you all to experience first hand the
best that Yonkers has to offer!

Membership in our Chamber con-
tinues to grow and we welcome our
newest members featured through-
out this paper. For more than one

hundred years, the Yonkers
Chamber of Commerce has been
committed to advancing the inter-
ests and needs of business and
industry in our City. We invite you
to join our Chamber and become
one of the hundreds of active mem-
bers who enjoy and benefit from
the networking opportunities we
provide at our monthly meetings
and annual events. Did you know
that membership in the Yonkers
Chamber of Commerce entitles you
to a listing in our interactive web
site (www.yonkerschamber.com)
with links to your business, eligibil-
ity for email blasts and access to
our mailing lists.

The Women in Business Committee
will once again reconvene in
September and is always looking
for new members. The Committee
meets once a month on the first
Wednesday of each month. All

female Chamber members in good
standing are welcomed to join to be
a part of this dynamic and diverse
group. The Committee does chari-
table work throughout the year
including the Pajama Program and
High School Scholarships. Our
year culminates at the Women of
Excellence Luncheon in March.
Please contact the Chamber Office
to sign up.

The Networking Breakfasts for the
Fall Season are confirmed, begin-
ning with our September 24th
Breakfast sponsored by the Yonkers
IDA at Zuppa Restaurant, featuring
Mayor Mike Spano as our keynote
speaker. Our October breakfast is
scheduled for October 22nd at St.
John’s Riverside Hospital, and will
feature a local political debate. Our
November Networking Breakfast
will be at Costco on November
19th where all attendees receive a

pie, just in time for the holidays!
Remember early bird networking
begins at 7:30AM, and the formal
program begins promptly at 8.
Please call our Chamber offices to
make your reservations for these
exciting events.

Our Annual Business Hall of Fame
Dinner is Thursday, November 7th
at the Westchester Manor. Stay
tuned for all the details including
this year’s Hall of Fame inductees.

…From the Desk of Jeanne Martinelli

Jeanne Martinelli, Director of Marketing,
Yonkers Chamber of Commerce
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RORY DOLAN’S
Restaurant, Bar and Caterers

890 McLean Avenue, Yonkers, NY
www.rorydolans.com

914-776-2946 F 914-776-6538

Open 7 Days a Week 365 Days of the Year

Lunch Mon-Fri 11am - 3:30pm
Brunch Sat. & Sun. 11 am - 3:30 pm

Dinner Mon-Sun 3:30-11pm

PRIVATE BANQUET ROOM
SEATING UP TO 250 PEOPLE
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Yonkers Eyes Thanks You for Voting Us

BEST OPTICAL
STORE 2019

1765 Central Park Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10710
In Highridge Plaza (914) 961-1004

Open Mon-Wed, 9:30AM-6:30PM, Thurs, 11AM-7:30PM
Friday, 9:30AM-6:30PM, Saturday, 9:30AM-5PM

Sunday, Closed
www.yonkerseyes.com | optical@yonkers eyes.com

Sacred Seeds *
Enterprises, LLC
90 Ravine Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10701
Phone: (914) 831-8052
E-mail:
jp@sacredseeds4u.com
Jennifer Perry,
CEO and Founder
RETAIL

Luis Fonseca
2530 Independence Avenue
Apt 2-B
Bronx, NY 10463
Phone: (646) 715-6145
E-mail:
lfonseca34@gmail.com
Luis Fonseca,
Photographer
PHOTOGRAPHY, TROPHIES

New Logical, LLC *
170 Glover Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10704
Phone: (914) 281-1248
E-mail: info@newlogical.com
Patrick Murphy,
President, Tech Consultant
COMPUTER SERVICES

Archdiocese of NY
Central Westchester
Schools
86 Mayflower Avenue
New Rochelle, NY 10801
Phone: (212) 602-1758
Fax: (888) 211-8604
E-mail:
kgarchny.org@gmail.com
Kathleen Gallagher,
Director of Enrollment
NON-PROFIT EDUCATION

Hudson Barter
Exchange *
75 N. Central Avenue
Elmsford, NY 10591
Phone: (914) 372-7155
E-mail: Kar)en@
hudsonbarterexchange.com
www.HBXInc.com
Karen Brown, President
BARTER/SALES/MARKETING

Nelson Service
Systems
199 Nepperhan Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10701
Phone: (914) 720-8181
E-mail:
usenelson@aol.com
Nelson Gisbert, President
ACCOUNTANTS/
JANITORIAL SERVICES

Tel-Management, Inc.
909 Midland Avenue, 2nd Floor
Yonkers, NY 10704
Phone: (914) 308-3440
Fax: (914) 457-8294
E-mail:fred.disalvatore@
tel-management.net
Fred Di Salvatore, President
TELECOMMUNICATIONS,
BUSINESS CONSULTANTS

Northwestern Mutual
127 Morsemere Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10703
Phone: (917) 522-6440
E-mail:
Nicholas.kiriakos@nm.com
Nicholas Kiriakos,
Financial Representative
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Chamber of Commerce welcomes our newest members

*All new members with an asterisk submitted a profile
and are found throughout this publication.
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Eileen‘s, formally known as Eileens Country
Kitchen, and The Heritage Bar and Restaurant
has just been awarded best neighborhood
restaurant in Yonkers. Restauranteur Eileen
Mannion and her husband, Eugene, are no
strangers to the community, each receiving
numerous awards through their 22 years in
business on McLean Avenue and partners for
23 years. “This award is particularly special
because it’s the first one we have won
together.” Only recently, their two restaurants
Eileen‘s Country Kitchen and The Heritage
Bar and Restaurant have been brought
together under the one roof. The new
Eileen‘s, true to form, has remained a local
favorite for everything Irish including the
warm welcome and farm fresh to table for
all our hearty fare. Eileen tributes her

success to the traditional values imparted from her parents
and growing up on a farm in Co. Galway. Strong family values, faith and a solid work

ethic are what my parents gave me and those same values I hope to impart to my children. Being able to work
alongside my children as they grow has been a blessing. And without the love and support from the people of this neighbor-
hood whom I consider extended family this award would not be coming our way. So thank you to our beautiful family, our
awesome neighborhood, St. Barnabas parish and to the Yonkers Chamber of Commerce for this award.

As we continue to do our best,
“Here’s to the future. Family strong and Yonkers strong!!”

EILEEN’S & THE HERITAGE BAR AND RESTAURANT
960 - 964 MCLEAN AVENUE | YONKERS, NY 10704 | (914) 776-7532

Open 7 Days A Week Free Delivery Catering Menu Available

Eileen’s & The Heritage
Bar and Restaurant

WINNERS OF BEST NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 2019!
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Member Profile: Empire Strategic Planning

ONE OF NEW YORK STATE’S
TOP LOBBYING FIRMS

No matter the industry or business
you’re in – everyone could use a
little lobbying to get them over the
top. It’s right for major executives
of top companies, and it may be
right for you too.
Under the leadership of Senator
Nick Spano, founder and CEO of
Empire Strategic Planning (ESP)
since 2007, this lobbying firm is
one of New York’s best and bright-
est. ESP’s centralized focused is
providing full service, bi-partisan
government affairs consulting, spe-
cializing in government/legislative
advocacy, public relations, and
business development.
“The firm’s mission is simple, we
pride ourselves on delivering meas-
urable results in a cost-efficient and

timely fashion, highlighted by our
reputation for individual attention,”
said Senator Nick Spano,
founder/CEO of Empire Strategic
Planning. “Taking it a step further,
having a team whose sole concern
is the client and making them the
top priority is always a recipe for
success.”
Other members of ESP’s executive
team include John Spano and
Maureen Kronau. John Spano has
more than 30 years of legislative
affairs experience working for
Westchester County and New York
State – operating one of the largest
departments of State Government,
the Department of General
Services. John worked closely with
the Legislative Branch, his fellow
Executive Branch department
heads, as well as many county and
municipal governments throughout
New York.
Maureen Kronau is an accom-
plished government relations
professional with significant

experience in the State Legislature.
With more than 20 years at the sen-
ior staff level in the State Senate,
she developed deep and extensive
working relationships in the
Legislature, local governments,
and regulatory agencies. Based in
ESP’s Albany office, Maureen
prides herself on timely communi-
cations, keeping ESP’s clients
aware of the status of their issues
and projects, as well as any other
information that could advance
their business or policy goals.

ESP is more than just a lobbying
company they’re here to ensure
your needs are met and concerns
are heard. Certainly, government
relations are ESP’s focus, but they
can develop public relations strate-
gies to complement your company
or aid in your business’s develop-
ment; ESP has a strategic plan for
you. To inquire about their servic-
es, contact (518) 694-8216 or
info@empirestrategicplanning.com.

SENATOR NICK SPANO MAUREEN KRONA JOHN SPANO

887 Yonkers Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10704
(914) 423-3300
Mon-Thurs, 11:30am-10pm
Fri & Sat, 11:30am-11pm Sun, 1pm-9pm

www.louieandjohnnies.com
Ristorante Primavera

THANK YOU FOR VOTING US

BEST PIZZA /
FULL SERVICE
ITALIAN DINING
N YONKERS

2019!
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Sacred Seeds Enterprises, LLC man-
ufactures and produces an award-
winning, natural, and holistic line of
skincare products. We create prod-
ucts that feed your body and nourish
your soul, utilizing natural ingredi-
ents sourced both locally and global-
ly. A Yonkers, NY based entrepre-
neur, during Jennifer’s international
travels, she acquires the finest raw
goods, and transforms them into pre-
mium products; nature’s blessings at
its finest. What began as a hobby 20
years ago, transformed into a full-
time business.

Sacred Seeds’ mission is to create
high quality, artisanal products that
are beneficial for you and good for
the earth. We have a luxurious line
of spa-quality Whipped Body &

Hair Butters, Exfoliating and
Detoxifying Body Polishes & Salt
Scrubs, Coffee Scrubs, Artisan
Soaps, and Aromatic Spa Bath Teas
& Salts. Lemongrass, Lavender,
Cherry Almond, and Peppermint are
top-selling scents.

Sacred Seeds’ unique products are
handmade. We are committed to
offering our customers sublime
experiences for all their senses, uti-
lizing therapeutic grade and pure
essential oils, organic items, aromat-
ic dried herbs, nourishing carrier
oils, moisturizing butters, scrump-
tious sugars, and soothing sea salts,
in unique, creative, and eco-friendly
packaging. Our formulas are
designed to extract the most out of
the special ingredients.

Sacred Seeds does not use parabens,
phosphates, phthalates, artificial
preservatives, petroleum derived
ingredients, synthetic fragrances or
colorants, dyes, aluminum, formalde-
hyde, sulfates, or harsh chemicals.
We do not conduct animal testing.
The majority of our products are
vegan, however we use honey in a
couple of products, due to its mois-
turizing and soothing benefits.

Grounded in social entrepreneur-
ship, philanthropy is central to
Sacred Seeds; we collaborate and
partner with nonprofit and commu-
nity based organizations locally and
globally.

Make sure you take time to pamper
yourself daily, self-care is essential.

Our repeat customers tell us our
products changed their lives; it’s
why we do what we do.

New Member Profile: Sacred Seeds Enterprises
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2019

New Member Profile: Hudson Barter Exchange
KAREN G. BROWN
PRESIDENT, HBX EXCHANGE

Since 2008 Hudson Barter
Exchange has been connecting busi-
ness owners to new customers
through organized trade. HBX is
unique among business networking
organizations because HBX’s staff
of Certified Trade Brokers actively
make sales for members, introduc-
ing them to customers who are
ready to buy, then connecting them
to other members who sell the
goods and services they need.
Members do not trade directly with
one another: sell to one member,
use your barter credits to pay any-
one else in the barter system.
“Members are transacting millions
of dollars in services and products.

each year. We are thrilled to repre-
sent professionals in every imagina-
ble business segment, including
some of the biggest companies in
the area,” says Karen Brown Co-
Founder of the company.

Businesses large and small use trade
to optimize their bottom line and
cash flow. Any firm not working at
100% of capacity can leverage their
open appointment slots, employee
down-time, unsold inventory and
even vacation homes, time shares
and tickets they can’t use for prod-
ucts and services they need. HBX
Co-Founder and CEO Kevin
Brown likes to say “Business own-
ers work tirelessly so they can get
what money can buy, but some-
times, you don’t need money …you

buy with your product, expertise
and talent. ”

There are over 500 independent
trade exchanges across the country
and around the world many of
whom work together through
Universal Currency. HBX consis-
tently ranks in the Top 10 Traders
in the UC system. HBX is a mem-
ber of International Reciprocal

Trade Association (IRTA) and has
an A rating with the Better Business
Bureau. To find out more about
barter and HBX go to
www.hudsonbarterexchange.com
or call 914-372-7155.

GROW BIGGER. LIVE BETTER
THROUGH BARTER. Call HBX
before spending cash!
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650 Tuckahoe Road | Yonkers, NY 10710 | Call for Appointments 914-961-0350
OPEN WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY

4 PAWS
DOG GROOMING

BEST
GROOMER

2019!
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Member Profile: High Impact Communications
For the past 17 years, Lew
Koflowitz, principal of Yonkers-
based High Impact Marketing
Communications, has been helping
small and mid-sized businesses
deliver their message into the mar-
ketplace. His niche market is the
financial sector – with clients
including banks, brokers, financial
research firms, investment banks,
accounting firms, private equity, and
insurance firms. Secondary markets
have included the B2B industrial
sector and technology start-ups.

To help his clients reach out into the
marketplace, Lew has conducted
traditional public relations cam-
paigns through print and broadcast
media, as well as developing web
content, brochures, and social media
marketing programs.

In recent years, while maintaining a
smaller marketing communications

practice, Lew has become a volun-
teer for several Westchester non-
profit organizations and programs.
He finds that volunteering provides
him with the satisfaction of giving
back to those in a variety of needs.
He has just been appointed the
chairman of the Advisory
Committee for RSVP of
Westchester, under the auspices of
Volunteer New York! RSVP of
Westchester is a volunteer organiza-
tion made up of individuals aged 55
and over, who provide a wide range
of services to both seniors and
younger people.

Lew is also mentoring a college-
bound high school student in Mt.
Vernon under the Mt. Vernon Star
Scholars program. This program
seeks out high-performing students
in their freshman and sophomore
years and provides them – in their

junior and senior years - with guid-
ance and SAT tutoring toward the
goal of being admitted to strong aca-
demic colleges. The program works
in conjunction with Mt. Vernon high
school guidance counselors.

This fall, Lew is starting a new vol-
unteer assignment – tutoring stu-
dents in writing at Westchester
Community College. He is eagerly
looking forward to starting this
assignment.

The combination of a continuing
marketing communications practice,
and his more recent volunteer activ-
ities, provides Lew with a substan-
tial degree of career satisfaction,
and a sense of “paying it forward.”
At the same time, he looks forward
to using his ongoing volunteer expe-
rience to provide non-profit organi-
zations with his communications
expertise.

To contact Lew at High Impact
Marketing Communications, please
send an email to
lewkof@hotmail.com.

LEW KOFLOWITZ
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YONKERS N.Y.

23 Gray Oaks Ave. 10710

914-476-3060

www.lalanterna.com
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MARINO CERAMIC TILE II
10 Lockwood Avenue,Yonkers - (914) 965-960 | www.marinoceramictile.com

Voted Again!
BEST TILE
SELECTION

Our vast showroom
offers floor to ceiling
displays filled with

ideas for your project.



Chamber of Commerce Networking Events

Enjoying the March Breakfast (L-R) are Maria Lolita Brown, CEO of
Universal Taxes, and Mary Hoar, President of Untermyer Performing
Arts Council.

Chamber Pres. Kevin Cacace presents the Knife and Fork Award to
Michael Spicer, CEO of St. Joseph’s Med Center, sponsor of the March
Networking Breakfast; pictured with (L-R) Howard Berman, Keynote
Speaker H. Guy Leibler and James Landy.

All smiles at the April Breakfast at the Fairways Dunwoodie are George
Nukho of Gem Management (R) and Richard Presedo of Sherwin
Williams Paint.

The Chamber thanks Tompkins Mahopac Bank, and Gerald Klein (C),
President and CEO, for sponsoring the April Networking breakfast pic-
tured with many staff members and Chamber President Kevin Cacace.

Westchester County Executive George Latimer (L) with Tompkins
Mahopac President Gerald Klein, Chamber President Kevin Cacace and
Lincoln HS Academy of Finance Coordinator, Joanne Martselos at the
April Networking Breakfast.

Susan Thaler (L) Deputy Director of the Yonkers Public Library with
good friend, Janice Lubin-Kirschner, Immediate Past Senior Director of
JCYWestchester Community Partners.
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Enjoying Early-bird Networking are (L-R) Brian Harrington, Senior VP
of Elizabeth Seton Pediatrics, and brothers Mike and Matt Minerva of
Empress Ambulance.

Ready to tee off are Yonkers PAL foursome Lou Delango, Daniel Smith,
Sabby Delango and Lou Venturino.

Today Media is well represented at the Annual Chamber Golf Outing
(L-R) Mike Martinelli, Richard Martinelli and Tim Horton, winner of this
year’s putting contest.

Chamber of Commerce Networking Events

(L-R) Senior Partner, James Veneruso, Esq. of Veneruso, Curto, Schwartz
and Curto Law Firm, our May Breakfast Sponsors, with James Landy,
Michael Spicer, and Empire City COO and Keynote Speaker Uri Clinton.

Enjoying her first Chamber networking breakfast is Olivia Vergari from
Boca Raton, Florida.

Kevin Cacace presents the Knife and Fork Award to Arlette Loeser of
Mount Sinai Selikoff Centers, our June sponsor and Keynote Speaker.
Looking on are Mariana Pugliese and Thomas Lowe of the Selikoff
Centers.



16 August 30, 2019 Yonkers Progress



Yonkers Progress August 30, 2019 17

OPEN
24 HOURS

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER
LATE NIGHT SNACKS - COCKTAILS

914-606-7100 sunywcc.edu /crosscounty

VOTED BEST DINER 2019!

1016 MCLEAN AVENUE,
YONKERS, 914 237-2389
OPEN MON-SAT 8am TO 6pm

SUN 8am - 2:30pm
WWW.AVITABILEDELI.COM

FULL SERVICE ITALIAN DELI AND MARKET

HOT AND COLD CATERING * FRESH ARTISAN BREADS
DELIVERED DAILY

FULL LINE OF BOARS HEAD PRODUCTS
FRESH HOMEMADE SAUSAGE

HOMEMADE SALADS
IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC CHEESES
PARTY PLATTERS AND SANDWICHES

DAILY HOT LUNCH SPECIALS

AWARD WINNING HOMEMADE FRESH MOZZARELLA –
WESTCHESTER MAGAZINE 2013

THANK YOU FOR MAKING US WINNERS FOR
THIRTEEN YEARS IN A ROW

Best Deli - 2006, 2007 & 2008

Best Fresh Mozzarella - 2009-2019

833 Yonkers Avenue, Yonkers NY 10704
(914) 969-4343 | www.theracewaydiner.com
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1761 Central Park Avenue1761 Central Park Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10710Yonkers, NY 10710

Highridge Shopping CenterHighridge Shopping Center
(914) 793-6110(914) 793-6110

(914) 793-6111 Fax (914) 793-9239(914) 793-6111 Fax (914) 793-9239
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VOTED
BEST

TAKE OUT
2019!!!

www.goldendragon-yonkers.com
find us on ubereats and doordash

As of July 1st, Samuel Wallis became
Executive Director of Yonkers Partners
in Education (YPIE), a nonprofit organ-
ization that partners with students to
ensure they are ready for, enroll in, and
complete college.

YPIE works with more than 1,200 stu-
dents from across Yonkers Public High
Schools each year by providing compre-
hensive services focused on three areas:
preparing students with academic and
life skills, helping students navigate the
college application and financial aid
process, and coaching students through
the transition to college. As part of its
commitment to helping students have
the skills for success, YPIE opened the
YPIE College Zone in May, a state of
the art learning center in downtown
Yonkers where hundreds of students
come each week after school to learn,
be inspired, and be part of a community
of students on the path to college.

Sam is the second YPIE Executive
Director in its twelve-year history, suc-
ceeding Wendy Nadel, the founding

Executive Director who built YPIE into
a successful and highly respected
organization.

Since joining the YPIE team in 2015,
Sam created one of the most compre-
hensive models for helping low-
income, first-generation students be
prepared for college and beyond. As
Chief Program Officer, he led a team of
educators, social workers, college advi-
sors, and more than 250 volunteers to
help thousands of students find and
pursue their path to college success.

“I have seen how a college education
changes lives, not just for the students,
but also for their families and commu-
nities,” said Sam Wallis. “We all share
the responsibility to ensure that every
student has the ability to thrive. I am
honored to lead an organization of
committed staff and volunteers focused
on helping young people unlock their
full potential.”

After graduating from Tufts University,
Sam joined Teach for America as a
high school teacher in a struggling rural

Mississippi Delta high school. During
his tenure, he led a team of teachers
that quadrupled the percentage of stu-
dents enrolling in college after high
school graduation.

Born in Yonkers, Sam returned to the
New York area to join the leadership
team of a public charter high school in
Harlem that is part of the Democracy
Prep network. He earned his Master’s

Degree in Public School Building
Leadership from Columbia University
Teachers College.

YPIE has a large community of
volunteers that mentor and support their
YPIE students throughout high school.
To learn more about how you or your
family can be involved in YPIE, visit
ypie.org.

Samuel Wallis Becomes New Executive Director of
Yonkers Partners in Education (YPIE)
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786 Yonkers Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10704
914-968-7133

Monday - Friday: 7am-6:30pm
Saturday: 8am-6pm; Sunday: 8am-2pm

mrkoldkuts.menu

To celebrate our being one of

Yonkers’ Best 2019,
we will be o�ering a

FREE MONTH OF MEMBERSHIP
for you or a friend, with any annual

membership activation!

HOME OF
GymCats Gymnastics and the Parisi Speed School

equalizefitness.com • 914-751-6655
One Odell Plaza • Yonkers, NY 10701 (off of Executive Blvd, at the Hastings/Yonkers Border)

VOTED BEST GYM
IN YONKERS!

OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2019
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Find us on Ubereats and Grubhub

Voted

BEST ITALIAN
SAUSAGE

in Yonkers
FOURTEEN YEARS IN A ROW!
Thank You Yonkers!

Celebrating 94 Years
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11/30/19.

11/30/19.11/30/19.
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Grassy Sprain Diner
477 TUCKAHOE ROAD - YONKERS, NY 10710

(914) 222-9455
Open daily, 6am-10pm

www.grassyspraindiner.com

VOTED BEST BREAKFAST
IN YONKERS

Four Years in a Row!

ABDELNASSER NOFAL, PRINCIPAL

Andalusia School is a highly rated,
private, religious school located in
Yonkers, NY. This fully accredited
school serves approximately 330 - 350
students in grades Prekindergarten to
12. The school continues to maintain
it’s 100% graduation rate since its
first graduating cohort in 2010.
Andalusia high school students fol-
low a rigorous curriculum built
around a learning environment that
promotes self-development, initiative,
and leadership. Andalusia graduates
are college-ready and get accepted to
top 4-years colleges with merit
scholarships. As part of the college
readiness program, Andalusia High
School offers the Dual Credit
Program in partnership with
Concordia College, which allows stu-
dents to earn up to 18 college credits
by the time they graduate.

Andalusia School is a:
- Member of SUNY
- Approved and Registered with
NYS board of Regents

- Registered member
of The College Board

- Accredited by NYSED

Established in 1996, Andalusia
School’s mission is to nurture
confident and committed youth to
achieve moral, spiritual, and material
excellence in all fields of endeavor.
Andalusia school has been in the
business of molding the next genera-
tion of community builders, knowl-
edgeable scholars and contributing
citizens for almost a quarter century.
Andalusia is committed to providing
students with a solid, accredited edu-
cational foundation and promoting
the intellectual, socio-emotional and
spiritual development of each stu-
dent. Andalusia strives for scholastic
excellence blended with Islamic
morals, helping children to achieve
their highest potential.

Andalusia’s highly qualified, dedicat-
ed and committed staff works with
parents to create a high quality, stim-
ulating learning environment that bol-

sters the foundation of children’s
development, growth, and overall
success. Their NY State Exam
Proficiency Rate in Math, Science
and ELA are well above the NY State
and Yonkers averages. Additionally,
their regents proficiency rates are
overall superior to top Yonkers Public
Schools.
A rich variety of after-school pro-
grams are offered to students to fur-
ther enhance their skills in sports,
arts, technology and other areas.
Classrooms are equipped with state-
of-the-art technology to enhance stu-
dents’ learning experiences.

Andalusia School is a division of
MAS-UNY a non-profit organization
that is dedicated to serving the com-
munity in Yonkers and Westchester
County. Their mission of “Keeping
the message alive” is taught to stu-
dents with hands on activities and
projects for giving back to the com-
munity

Tel: 914-964-5600
Email: princi-
pal@andalusiaschool.org
http://andalusiaschool.org/

A Visit with the Andalusia Islamic School

59 Main Street
Yonkers, NY 10705

914.376.6500
www.ZuppaRestaurant.com

Open 7 Days
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The 2020 U.S Census of Population
officially starts counting people in
January 2020 in remote Toksook Bay,
Alaska!

However, here in Yonkers, we will
start receiving invitations in the mail
to respond to the short, 9-question
census in March 2020. We can
respond online, by mail or by phone.
Only if a household has not respond-
ed by the end of April, will a census
taker come to help complete the
questionnaire. All responses are kept
confidential.

Although the U.S. Census Bureau has
been conducting the census of popu-

lation since 1790, this is the first time
that we will be able to respond to
census questions on-line.
Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano con-
vened the Yonkers 2020 Complete
Count Committee (https://www.
yonkersny.gov/government/mayor-s-
office/initiatives/yonkers-counts).
The Yonkers 2020 Complete Count
Committee is comprised of a broad
spectrum of government and commu-
nity leaders from education, business,
faith-based, and other community
organizations. These individuals will
develop and implement a 2020
Census awareness campaign based
upon their knowledge of the local
community to encourage a response.

The Committee will also help con-
nect local residents with Census job
opportunities currently available. The
Census is important to the City of
Yonkers. Census data is used to
determine the number of representa-
tives we will have in Congress and
how much Yonkers will receive of
the $675 billion in federal funds that
are distributed back to states and
local communities every year for
services and infrastructure, including
health care, jobs, schools, roads and
businesses.

Another important aspect of the
Census is the jobs that it creates. To
conduct the census, the U.S. Census

Bureau hires thousands of people
across the country. To speak with the
Census Bureau about a job call 718-
841-2111. To apply for a job with the
Census Bureau, go to https://www.
2020census.gov/en/jobs
More information about Census 2020
is available at https://2020census.
gov/en or by contacting the
Community Planning Council of
Yonkers at cpcyonkers@yahoo.com.

To learn more about Census 2020,
visit https://2020census.gov/en

The Census
is Coming!...

The Census
is Coming!

RING OF FIRE OUTDOOR
KITCHENS & GRILLS NOW OPEN!

The Ring of Fire is the Northeast’s premier destination
for outdoor living. “Follow the Smoke” to Yonkers for the

best in outdoor cooking products.
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WESTCHESTER JEWELRY
Serving Westchester Since 1990

966 McLean Avenue, Yonkers | (2 Blocks east of Kimball Ave.)
914-776-0800 | westchesterjewelry.com | Billy Pisa

WESTCHESTER JEWELRY WESTCHESTER JEWELRY WESTCHESTER JEWELRY WESTCHESTER JEWELRY

Excludes Alex and Ani & Mantra Band.
Cannot be combined. 

Some restrictions apply
966 McLean Ave. | 914.776.0800

50%
off

One Item
Cannot be combined. 

Some restrictions apply
966 McLean Ave. | 914.776.0800

FREE
Verbal

Jewelry Appraisal
Cannot be combined. 

Some restrictions apply
966 McLean Ave. | 914.776.0800

25%
One

Repair

off
$5off

Watch 
Battery

Cannot be combined. 
Some restrictions apply

966 McLean Ave. | 914.776.0800

BUY - SELL -TRADE
• Rolex
• Cartier
• Breitling
• Michele
• Omega

OVER 50 WATCHES
IN STOCK

Custom Made Engagement Rings
Are Our Specialty

Custom Made Engagement Rings
Are Our Specialty

SERVICES
- Watch Repair

- Jewelry Repair

WE BUY
GOLD, SILVER,  

DIAMONDS & WATCHES

VOTED
BEST

HOST IN
YONKERS!!
33 Lockwood Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10701
(914) 968-7366

Open Monday-Thursday,
11:30am-10pm

Friday, 11:30am-11pm
Saturday, 1pm-11pm
Sunday, 1pm-9pm

Lunch Tuesday -Friday 11-3 $9.95

The facility hosts weddings,
engagements corporate events,
bar mitzvahs and bat mitzvahs,

bridal & baby showers,
anniversaries, milestones, award ceremonies,

birthdays and other special occasions.
No matter what you are celebrating,

Castle Royale will help you plan a memorable event.

Voted Best Banquet Hall

Formerly known as the
Polish Community Center

92 Waverly Street, Yonkers
(914) 965-2559

www.castleroyaleny.com

TANGLEWOOD DELI

2276 CENTRAL PARK AVENUE, YONKERS NY 10710
914-779-9805 Open Daily, 5am-9pm

VOTED BEST
SANDWICH IN
YONKERS!
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Voted Best
Waterside

Dining
2019

CASUAL
OUTDOOR
DINING
914.338.7542
info@cafehudson.com
www.cafehudson.com

Come Visit Our Sister Riverfront Restaurant

CAFE HUDSON
Right Next Door!!

Solazzo’s Market
Serving Fresh Italian Food for more than 30 years!

901 Midland Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10704
(914) 968-1040

Mon-Sat, 7am-5pm Closed Sundays

Master Mechanix, Inc.
Complete Auto Body & Mechanical Repairs

N.Y. State Inspection Station
Collision & Color Specialists

“Thank You
for voting us

#1
for all your
automotive
needs!”

Tim Cacace - Owner

23 Central Park Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10705
(914) 963-4774
(914) 423-3344
Fax (914) 476-4837

tjcacace@optonline.net

Thank you for voting us
BEST DELI IN YONKERS!
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New Member Profile: New Logical Technology
New Logical is a one-stop-shop
technology consulting firm. We han-
dle all your technological needs so
that you won’t have to hire multiple
vendors at astronomical costs, and
we make sure you receive the maxi-
mum value from our solutions. We
provide a wide variety of IT &
Internet services, including but not
limited to: website development /
maintenance, social media, search
engine optimization, digital market-
ing / advertising, small business IT,
on-site and remote desktop support,
secure network infrastructure, cloud
servers, software solutions, and
cybersecurity checks, and even new
media broadcasting. If you have any

questions about any device, whether
it is broken or just not working the
way you’d like it to, we likely will
have an answer to your problems in
the same day.

Technology is constantly evolving,
and sometimes you’re going to fall
behind, which is perfectly normal
and fine. We constantly stay up to
date and on top of the latest techno-
logical trends, so that you can take
advantage of any new gadgets /
software that can make your life
easier. We do all the tech-related
speaking and thinking, so that you
can focus on other things important
to your business.

Many of our clients have saved hun-
dreds, sometimes even thousands of
dollars in operating costs after
we’ve audited their existing setups.
We do what is available to optimize
your setup for a more efficient
working environment. We can
instruct you in how you can utilize
technology that can bring greater
returns to your company.

We currently serve over 40 clients
across the tri-state area in a wide
range of industries such as: restau-
rants, insurance, real estate, lawyers,
political campaigns, entertainers,
printing, construction / engineering,
flower shops, recording studios,

sports teams, and other various pro-
fessional services. Don’t hesitate to
CALL US AT 914-281-1248 FOR A
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION.

~ AVAILBLE CHAMBER SERVICES ~
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YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR
KITCHEN & BATHROOM PRODUCTS
Serving homeowners, builders and contractors with cabinetry, countertops, fixtures and more for kitchens and bathrooms.

Westchester Kitchen & Bath offers a full showroom of bathroom, kitchen products,
design & installation services for homeowners & contractors.

616 Sawmill River Road •Yonkers, NY • 10701 • www.westcheserkitchenandbath.com

WESTCHESTER

&KB 914-207-8989

Thank You for Voting Us “Best Kitchen & Bath” in Yonkers!


